What is
Worship?

Encountering God with
Every Part of Who We Are

Dr. Wilfred Graves Jr.




Download the Class Materials!

A

https://wilfredgraves.org/worship



Introductory Remarks
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Read Psalm 100
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T’heological
Definition of
Worship

Worship is any attitude,
posture, or action that
ascribes worth to the Triune
God as the one who
deserves the highest honor,
praise, service, and
reverence.




Worship Quote

“To worship is to quicken the
conscience by the holiness of God,
to feed the mind with the truth of
God, to purge the imagination by
the beauty of God, to open the
heart to the love of God, to devote
the will to the purpose of God.”

— William Temple
/




Three
Expressions = Homage — Surrender

Scripture:

Service — Obedience

Crpressons | (S

== Reverence - Awe




Worship as Homage

* Shachah (Psalm 95:6): to
bow or prostrate

* Proskuneo (John 4:23-24):
to fall in reverence

e Posture of surrender to
God's majesty




Worship as Service

* Abad (Psalm
100:2): to serve

* Latreuo (Romans
12:1): to offer
oneself sacrificially

* Worship through
faithful obedience
and ministry

' YOUR BODIES AS VN

SACRIFICE

THIS IS TRUE WORSHIP

ROMANS 12-1



Worship as Reverence

* Yare (Deut. 6:13): holy fear
* Sebo (Rev. 4:11): sacred awe

* Worship shaped by God's holiness and
majesty



Worship in
Action:
Hebrew
Praise Words

Note: Worship in
Scripture is often
physical and joyful.

Halal - to boast, celebrate (Hallelujah)

Yadah - to lift hands in praise
Zamar — to make music

Barak —to kneel or bless

Shabach - to shout with joy



Why Do We Because God is worthy (Rev. 5:12; Ps.

Worship? 100:5)
Because we were created for it (Isa.
43:7)

Because it transforms us (2 Cor. 3:18;
Rom. 12:1-2)

Because it lifts our hearts (Isa. 61:3)

Because God desires it (John 4:23)



The Fruit of
Worship

Joy - “Serve the Lord with gladness”

Truth - “Know that He is God”

Gratitude — “Enter His gates with
thanksgiving”

Identity — “We are His people”

“What we revere, we resemble—either
for ruin or for restoration.”
— Gregory Beale




Worship Quote

“What we revere, we
resemble—either for ruin or
for restoration.”

— Gregory Beale




Reflection
Questions

What is one way your view of
worship is expanding today?

Which aspect of worship—homage,
service, or reverence—do you want
to grow in?

What is one thing you could do this
week to deepen your worship life?




Download the class materials at
https://wilfredgraves.org/worship.

Concluding Remarks



https://wilfredgraves.org/worship
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