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WHY TRUST THE BIBLE? 
1. The Bible is remarkably consistent in its story and message.  It weaves together a beautiful 

account of God’s redemption of humankind.  That we have such an amazing expression of 
unity from so many different authors with such diverse backgrounds is clear evidence of 
divine providence. 

2. The Bible contains numerous fulfilled prophecies and miracles.  Biblical prophecies are so 
precise that they provide reliable evidence of divine inspiration.  Biblical miracles not only 
provide evidence for the activity of God, but they often confirm the authenticity of a 
message that God sends and the messenger through whom he sends it.   

3. The Bible is historically accurate.  Many of the people, places, and events described within 
the Bible have been verified by science, archeology, and/or other secular sources.  
Furthermore, the sheer volume of Biblical manuscripts makes it easy to recognize and 
dismiss tampering or distortion in these texts.  

4. The Bible changes lives.  Hundreds of millions of people around the world read the Bible 
for inspiration, guidance, and encouragement.  The Bible’s undeniable ability to motivate 
faith and produce radical life change is one strong indication of its divine origin.  

 
DID JESUS EXIST? 

1. The existence of Jesus is established by the New Testament. 
2. Extra-biblical Jewish sources also point to details about the Savior. 
3. Early secular sources also contain records of important facts concerning Jesus. 
4. Most reputable scholars today (liberal and conservative) believe that Jesus existed. 

 
WHY TRUST THE FOUR GOSPELS? 

1. The Four Gospels are the only Jesus accounts that can be shown with certainty to be first-
century documents.  The New Testament Gospels were known by the Early Church to be 
directly connected to the teachings of the apostles.   

2. Furthermore, the Gospels contain embarrassing material about the disciples that would 
have certainly been removed had someone wanted to distort the record.   

3. There are many other reasons why we can trust the New Testament Gospels.  Archaeology 
and the examination of extra-biblical sources both confirm many of the details in the 
Gospels concerning Jesus’ life, teachings, and miracles.  Also, we have many manuscripts 
and pieces of manuscripts that confirm that our present biblical translations are accurate. 

4. Amazingly, the Resurrection itself provides a great proof of the veracity of the New 
Testament and the Gospels.  Had Jesus not been raised from the dead, why in the world 
would his followers have been willing to die for their faith?  
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PROPHECIES FULFILLED BY JESUS 
Born in Bethlehem   Matthew 2:3-6 ~ Micah 5:2  
  
Virginal conception   Matthew 1:18-25 ~ Isaiah 7:14 =Luke 1:26-38  
  
Healed the sick   Matthew 8:16-17 ~ Isaiah 53:4 -5 
 
 Betrayed     John 13:18 ~ Psalm 41:9  
 
The betrayal price    Matthew 26:14-16, Matthew 27:3-10 ~ Zechariah 11:12-13  
  
The Crucifixion Scene  Matthew 27:33-46, ~ Psalm 22:1-18  
 
Crucified with thieves   Matthew 27:38, Luke 22:37 ~ Isaiah 53:9, 12  
 
Pierced     John 19:37 ~ Zechariah 12:10;  

Psalm 22:16 ~ Luke 24:39-43 =John 20:24-29  
 

Burial in rich man’s tomb  Matthew 27:57-60 ~ Isaiah 53:9  
  
Resurrection     Acts 2:24-32 ~ Psalm 16:8-11 =Acts 13:34-37; 

Hosea 6:2, Jonah 1:17 ~ Matt 12:40  
 

TWELVE UNDISPUTED HISTORICAL FACTS ABOUT THE RESURRECTION 
(1) Jesus died by crucifixion; 
(2) Jesus was buried in a tomb;  
(3) The disciples were discouraged and fearful for their lives after Jesus’ death;  
(4) Jesus’ tomb was found empty soon after his burial;  
(5) The disciples had experiences that they believed were actual appearances of the 
risen Jesus;  
(6) Due to these experiences the disciples were willing to die for their belief in his 
resurrection;  
(7) The proclamation of the resurrection took place very early;  
(8) The disciples’ public testimony and preaching of the resurrection took place in 
the city of Jerusalem, where Jesus had been crucified;  
(9) Their preaching centered on the death and resurrection of Jesus;  
(10) Sunday was the day they gathered for worship;  
(11) James, the brother of Jesus and a skeptic before this time, was converted when 
he believed he also saw the risen Jesus;  
(12) Just a few years later, Saul of Tarsus (Paul) became a Christian believer due to 
an experience that he also believed was an appearance of the risen Jesus.   
 
See The Risen Jesus & Future Hope by Gary Habermas, pp. 9-10. 
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