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“Self-authenticating” . . . 

THE CREDIBILITY OF THE BIBLE



JOHN CALVIN (1509-1564)

The highest proof of Scripture derives in 
general from the fact that God in person 

speaks in it.



THE NEED FOR CREDIBILITY
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Four Reasons to Trust the Bible

1. The Bible is remarkably consistent in its story and 
message.

2. The Bible contains numerous fulfilled prophecies 
and miracles.

3. The Bible is historically accurate.

4. The Bible changes lives.
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The Bible’s Historicity 

• The Bible establishes historical context through the 
listing of people, places, events, times, etc.

• Many  historical details are confirmed by archeology 
or secular sources.

• The historicity of Jesus is a almost universally 
accepted (even by atheists).

• Manuscript evidence supports the claims of the 
Bible, especially the New Testament Gospels.



.

Why is the historical reliability of the New 
Testament Gospels so important?



.

Why is the historical reliability of the New 
Testament Gospels so important?

• The identity of Jesus



.

Why is the historical reliability of the New 
Testament Gospels so important?

• The identity of Jesus
• The nature of the Bible



.

The most important reason to believe the 
Bible is the word of God is that Jesus 

believed it to be the word of God.



.How do you know the Bible is the Word of God?  
Because it says it is (2 Timothy 3.16-17)  

But why do you believe what the Bible says about itself?  
Because it’s the Word of God 

How do you know Bible is the Word of God?        
Because it says it is



ARGUMENT FOR THE BIBLE AS WORD OF GOD

1. The NT documents are historically reliable. 
2. Jesus claimed to be God.
3. There is good evidence he was right.
4. Then what he has to say has special, divine 

authority.
5. Jesus believed Bible to be the word of God.
6. Therefore, we have good reason to take the Bible 

as the word of God.



The New Testament is Reliable

1. Old Age

2. Embarrassing Material

3. Archeology and Manuscripts

4. The Resurrection



Comparing Ancient Manuscripts

Taken from Josh McDowell,The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict, 
p. 38

Author Book Date Written Earliest Copy Gap (yrs.) No. of copies
Homer Iliad 800 B.C. 400 B.C. 400 643
Herodotus History 480-425 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,350 8
Thucydides History 460-400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,300 8
Plato 400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,300 7
Demosthenes 300 B.C. 1100 AD. 1,400 200
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,000 10
Livy Hist. Rome 59 B.C.-17AD 4th cent.(partial) 400 1 partial

10th Cent. (mostly) 1,000 19
Tacitus Annals 100 A.D. 1100 A.D. 1,000 20
Pliny Secundus Natural History 61-113  A.D. 850 A.D. 750 7
New Testament 50-100 A.D. 130 A.D. fragment 50+ 5,686

200 (books) 100
250 (most of N.T.) 150
325 (Complete N.T.) 225



How do we know what the original said? 
(Rom. 3:26)

Copy 1:  God is #ust and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Copy 2:  God is j#st and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Copy 3:  God is ju#t and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Copy 4:  God is jus# and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Original:  God is just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Note:  The NT Documents have far fewer variations than this example.

  
  

 

COPY 1 COPY 4COPY 3COPY 2

ORIGINAL
MANUSCRIPT



The meaning here is not affected 
by the change in wording.

• YOU HAVE WON TEN MILLION DOLLARS
• THOU HAST WON 10 MILLION DOLLARS
• Y’ALL HAVE WON $10,000,000



Textual Criticism

Textual criticism is the art and science of
recovering and reconstructing the text in
ancient documents.



Textual Criticism

Ephesians 3:9 (NKJV)
9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of 
the mystery, which from the beginning of the 
ages has been hidden in God who created all 
things through Jesus Christ; [fellowship?]
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Ephesians 3:9 (NIV)
9 and to make plain to everyone the 
administration of this mystery, which for ages 
past was kept hidden in God, who created all 
things.
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Textual Criticism

Notice the similarity!

koinōnia (fellowship) 
oikonomia (administration)

The word used in Ephesians 1:10 and other places is 
oikonomia (administration).



Testing NT Writers for Truthfulness 

1. There were multiple witnesses.
2. The witnesses did not contradict each other and 

minor divergences in accounts were left in.
3. The witnesses appealed to verifiable facts and 

included dozens of historical characters and details 
in their accounts.

4. The witnesses added details that would not help a 
contrived story.



Testing NT Writers for Truthfulness 

5. The witnesses included embarrassing details about 
themselves.

6. The witnesses did not smooth over demanding 
sayings by Jesus or difficult sayings about Jesus.

7. The witnesses reported miracles without 
embellishment.

8. Most of the witnesses died for what they reported 
and taught.

9. Different accounts reflect what we know to be true 
from archeology, science, history, etc.



The New Testament is Reliable

1. Old Age

2. Embarrassing Material

3. Archeology and Manuscripts

4. The Resurrection



Did Jesus Exist?

1. The NT attests to the historicity of Jesus.

2. So do ancient Jewish sources!

3. So do ancient secular sources!

4. Most scholars today believe that Jesus was a real, 
first-century individual.



Josephus (c. A.D. 37-100)

“At this time there was a wise man who was called 
Jesus. And his conduct was good, and [he] was 
known to be virtuous. And many people from among 
the Jews and the other nations became his disciples. 
Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. And 
those who had become his disciples did not abandon 
his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared 
to them three days after his crucifixion and that he 
was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah 
concerning whom the prophets have recounted 
wonders.” (10th Century Arabic Text)



Babylonian Talmud (A.D. 500-600)

Jesus was hanged on Passover Eve. Forty days 
previously the herald had cried, “He is being led 
out for stoning, because he has practiced 
sorcery and led Israel astray and enticed them 
into apostasy. Whosoever has anything to say in 
his defense, let him come and declare it.” As 
nothing was brought forward in his defense, he 
was hanged on Passover Eve.



Tacitus (A. D. c.56-c.120)

Nero fastened the guilt ... on a class hated for 
their abominations, called Christians by the 
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its 
origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the 
reign of Tiberius at the hands of ... Pontius 
Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, 
thus checked for the moment, again broke out 
not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, 
but even in Rome



Story of Jesus from Secular 
Writers

“Jesus lived during the time of Tiberius Caesar. He 
lived a virtuous life. He was a wonder worker. He had a 
brother named James. He claimed to be the Messiah. 
He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. An eclipse and 
an earthquake occurred when he died. He was crucified 
on the eve of the Jewish Passover. His disciples believed 
that he rose from the dead. His disciples were willing to 
die for their belief.  Christianity spread rapidly as far as 
Rome. His disciples denied the Roman gods and 
worshiped Jesus as God.”



The Bible’s Historicity 

• The Bible establishes historical context through the 
listing of people, places, events, times, etc.

• Many  historical details are confirmed by archeology 
or secular sources.

• The historicity of Jesus is a almost universally 
accepted (even by atheists).

• Manuscript evidence supports the claims of the 
Bible, especially the New Testament Gospels.
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