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Defense of the Christian Faith



Christian Apologetics Defined

• Christian apologetics is the formal defense of the 
Christian faith against doctrinal error, 
misrepresentation, and various types of objections.

• Christian apologetics is the science and art of 
Christian persuasion.

• Christian apologetics attempts to show that the 
gospel message is true in what it affirms.



1 Peter 3:15

But in your hearts revere Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give 
an answer (apologia) to anyone 
who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But 
do this with gentleness and 
respect.



What Christian Apologetics is not!

• Apologizing (i.e., showing remorse)

• Coercing people 

• Winning arguments

• Prideful humiliation of others



Two Methods of Christian 
Apologetics

• Evidential Apologetics – deals with evidence for the 
Christian faith.

• Presupposition – deals with preconceived notions of 
the opponents of Christianity.



The Importance of Christian 
Apologetics

• Christian apologetics is important to combat doubt.
• Christian apologetics is important to strengthen faith.
• Christian apologetics is important to evangelize 

effectively.



Christian apologetics combats doubt.



Christian apologetics combats doubt.

• Why does a good God allow pain and 
suffering?

• Is the Bible trustworthy and true?
• Visit www.wilfredgraves.org/apologetics. 

http://www.wilfredgraves.org/apologetics


The Importance of Christian 
Apologetics

• Christian apologetics is important to combat doubt.
• Christian apologetics is important to strengthen faith.
• Christian apologetics is important to evangelize 

effectively.



Christian apologetics strengthens faith.

- Archeological evidence
- Historical evidence
- Manuscript evidence
- Experiential evidence



Christian apologetics strengthens faith.

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables 
when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but [we] were 
eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

- 2 Peter 1:16



The Importance of Christian 
Apologetics

• Christian apologetics is important to combat doubt.
• Christian apologetics is important to strengthen faith.
• Christian apologetics is important to evangelize 

effectively.



Evangelism and Christian Apologetics 

• Evangelism = proclaiming the gospel

• Christian apologetics = defending the gospel

• Although technically different, evangelism and 
Christian apologetics are partners.



Apologetics and the Bible

Reasons to Believe that the Bible is the Word of God



Important Life Questions

• DOES GOD EXIST?
• HAS GOD SPOKEN?
• IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD?



World’s Largest Religions

• Theism is the majority worldview.
• The top three religions in terms of adherents are 

Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism.
• Buddhism comes in fourth.
• There are around 1 billion people in the world who 

do not subscribe to a religion.



Important Life Questions
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• IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD?



So Many Choices!



Important Life Questions

• DOES GOD EXIST?
• HAS GOD SPOKEN?
• IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD?



The Inspiration of Scripture

• 2 TIM 3:16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17that the 
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work (NKJV).

• 2 TIM 3:16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work (NIV)



The Authority of Scripture

• 2 PET 1:20 Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 
own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never 
had its origin in the human will, but prophets, 
though human, spoke from God as they were carried 
along [or moved] by the Holy Spirit. (NIV)



If God has spoken, then:

• We should regularly study God’s words 
(individually and collectively).

• We should daily seek to know God’s will 
and his ways.

• We should faithfully obey God’s 
commands.

• We should diligently follow God’s 
principles of righteous living.



Three Challenges of Secularism

• Sometimes people totally reject the Bible.

• Sometimes people selectively accept portions of the 
Bible and reject other portions of it.

• Sometimes people reinterpret the Bible to coincide 
with their personal feelings, desires, and lifestyles. 



Assault on the Bible

The Da Vinci Code

The Jesus Seminar

Misquoting Jesus



Four Reasons to Trust the Bible

1. The Bible is remarkably consistent in its story and 
message.

2. The Bible contains numerous fulfilled prophecies 
and miracles.

3. The Bible is historically accurate.

4. The Bible changes lives.



.

Problems with Consistency



Galatians 1:6-8 

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 
the one who called you to live in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel —
7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some 
people are throwing you into confusion and are 
trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even 
if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, 
let them be under God’s curse!



The Bible’s Consistency 

• The Bible is not a single revelation from an angel to a sole 
author.  It is written by forty different authors, over a 
fifteen hundred year period, in three different languages, 
under many different circumstances. 

• These authors of the Bible were from diverse 
backgrounds, but yet they managed to tell the same 
story sixty-six different ways.  

• The themes of reconciliation and redemption run 
throughout the Bible.



The Canon of Scripture

1. The Old Testament was based on the Hebrew Bible.

2. The New Testament was based on Apostolic 
writings.

3. There are no lost or missing books of the Bible.



Tests for Canonicity

1. Apostolic Origin
2. Orthodoxy
3. Usage



.

Lost Books of the Bible?



The Canon of Scripture
(Excluded Books)

1. The Apocrypha was never considered inspired.

2. Pseudepigrapha were rejected as unreliable.

3. The Gnostic Gospels were known to be fraudulent.



Excerpts from the Gospel of Thomas

• “Blessings on the lion if a human eats it, making the 
lion human.  Foul is the human if a lion eats it, making 
the lion human.”

• “Whoever has come to know the world has discovered 
a carcass, and whoever has discovered a carcass, of 
that person the world is not worthy.”

• Jesus says of Mary, “I myself shall lead her in order to 
make her male…For every woman who will make 
herself male will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” 



Excerpts from the Gospel of Philip

• “If you become a horse or a donkey or a bull or
a dog or a sheep or any other animal which is
outside or below, then, neither human being,
nor spirit, nor thought, nor light will be able to
love you.”

• “The world came into being through error.
The agent who made it wanted it to be
imperishable and immortal. He failed; he
came up with less than his desire…”



Tests for Canonicity

1. Apostolic Origin
2. Orthodoxy
3. Usage
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